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A preliminary public consultation exercise was undertaken
to help establish an understanding of what aspects of the
Curragh Plains are important and why.

The consultation comprised a short questionnaire that
was hosted on a dedicated project website and publicised
through various media platforms.

The survey was open for four weeks between Monday 15th
March and Monday 12th April.

It was clear from the responses that the Curragh holds a
very important place in people’s hearts.

The strength of feeling, both for this project and this
important place, was reflected in the number of responses
submitted.

Introduction
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The short questionnaire comprised a series of objective and
qualitative questions.

Objective Questions

To understand more about those that responded to the
questionnaire, the following questions were asked:

How often do you visit the Curragh?

What best describes your reason for going to the Curragh?
What is of interest to you when visiting the Curragh?

What is your age range?

How far away to you live from the Curragh?

When you visit, on average how long do you stay?

Questions & Analysis

Qualitative Questions

To allow participants to share their thoughts, memories and
feelings openly, the following were asked:

What aspects of the Curragh do you not like, or which you feel
need improved?

What in your opinion makes the Curragh Special or Important?
Have you any ideas for the Curragh that would help make it a
better place for all?

What special stories or memories do you have about the
Curragh?
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What is your age range?

-

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3627 OUT OF 3636

N

J

18-24

J 30.7%
27.4%
20.2%
9.5%
® ® ® O
25-34 35-14 15-54 55-64 65+
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How far away do you live from the Curragh?

36.2%
4 \\
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3620 OUT OF 3636
\. J
15.2%
5.5%
4.2%
- - "
® ® ® ® O
WITHIN OR WITHIN WITHIN 30MIN§ WITHIN BOMINS BEYOND 60MING OVERSEAS OTHER
IMMEDIATELY 10MINS DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE

SURROUNDING
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How often do you visit the Curragh?

37.7%

e N
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3621 0UT OF 3636

\ )

14.9%
8.8%
. 1.3%
I
® O O ®

DAILY WEEKLY MONTHLY ANNUALLY NEVER
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When you visit, on average how long do you

e N stay?
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3624 OUT OF 3636 62.6%
22.9%
5.9%
1.8% 0.8%
O) ® ® O @®
LONGER STAY/ SHORT BREAK A FULL DAY 1-3 HOURS UP TO 1 HOUR LESS THAN 1 OTHER
TEMPORARY HOUR

RESIDENCE
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What best describes your reason for going to

the Curragh?
61.9%
4 \\
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3520 OUT OF 3636
N J
30.0%
24.3%
17.4%
"
® ® ® ® ®
VISITOR/ LIVE THERE PASS THROUGH ~ PARTICIPATE IN WORK THERE ~ ATTEND AN EVENT OTHER

RECREATIONAL USER SPORT THERE THERE
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70.8%

What is of interest to you when visiting the
Curragh?

53.3% - ~
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
3523 OUT OF 3636
38.1% \ J
29.5%
.2%
| 4 N s
O @ O @ @ O
ACTIVE PASSIVE WILDLIFE HISTORICAL / HORSE RACING MILITARY USE FARMING USE OTHER
RECREATION E.G.  RECREATION E.G. ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RUNNING/BIKING ~ PICINC / READING SITES
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Key Conclusions

- Around two thirds of respondents were aged between 35 to 54 and roughly a

third under or over that;

- The majority (73%) live adjacent to the Curragh Plains, with a further 21% living

within an hour's drive. The response therefore is representative of the Curragh
Plains’ local population;

- 75% visit the Curragh Plains daily or weekly, with the majority of visits (90%)

being up to 3hrs;

» The majority of respondents visit the Curragh Plains because they live or pass

through it, or use them for recreation / sport. This is supported by a significant
number of responses citing recreation as their main interest in the Curragh
Plains, both active (70.8%) and passive (53.3%);

- The wildlife, historical and horse racing aspects of the Curragh Plains also

featured prominently.
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What aspects of the Curragh do you not like,
or which you feel need improved?

Number of responses with sentiments relating to this category

Response category

1%
1243 RESPONSES 3T % of total responses
TRAFFIC & VEHICLE DAMAGE 871 RESPONSES
MANAGEMENT & USER CONFLICT 663 RESPONSES
D0 NOTHING
SHEEP & HORSE DAMAGE
INFORMATION & SIGNAGE
UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS
HERITAGE STEWARDSHIP —
NATURE CONS. & ENHANCEMENT TOTAL QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 3636 =100%
STATED NUNE/NDTHING/N/A NUMBER OF RESPONSES T0 THIS QUESTION 3327 =92%
NUMBER THAT DID NOT ANSWER 309 =8%
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What aspects of the Curragh do you not like,
or which you feel need improved?

“There s a 5@46}’3! air of neg[cmL abovt the P{aw."

- “| vecent the people who digrespect it ¢ ve it a¢ a dvmping, gavnd."
“The big, Problcm....rvbbigh“
FAGILITIES (ADDITIONAL/IMPROVED)
TRAFFIC & VERICLE DAMAGE R O pariing ond il foclfed
MANAGEMENT & USER GONFLICT
D0 NOTHING Q :f:iogiazj‘ng scramblers or cars [ jeeps off Voaoling_ and olamaging
SHEEP & HORSE DAMAGE Q\/ “The lack of contvol and !ogidaﬁon that corvently exists for the use of

the (/vrr%h Flaing.
“The farmers and horce FcoF!c treat it a¢ if Hf\o»} own it
“‘Sceyamblers are also bcoomingra potentially lethal nisance.

4

D ‘Love it all. Leave it a¢ it ig)

“Lack of cq/vcghfian brid!ePaﬁf\é“
“marked Wa!king, voutes or trailg”

[
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INFORMATION & SIGNAGE
UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS

HERITAGE STEWARDSHIP

NATURE CONS. & ENHANCEMENT
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A

What aspects of the Curragh do you not like,
or which you feel need improved?

o

D ‘I feel the overvée of the P!amg bv} Sheep and horses comp!c%clq Yuing
ﬂ’\c Plaw

. ) “Flv’ ﬁPFMg, needs 1o be addressed vrg_cnﬂvl“

g

‘Better cignage. Sli Na Slainte. P la@/oc at areas of interest. P la@vc
S
at Donno”qé érf!low needs FVOQOV\/Mg_.

“Hordes of caravang arviving. each v]car and ’63\/”’]5_3 fervible mess and
the associated local and Social PVob!@Mé

“It i¢ ¢ad fo ¢ee a lot of the buildin fa”mg_ into ohgrc air
X The old bunkers are very onaal ey are |M(>0V13n+ landmarlcé 1Lho:7
all have a Q’rorq to tell, +he:7 ¢chovld be restored Fropcrlq

\. “[ think !an‘hng_ more native trees would be beneficial for
blodn/crgrl'bl

“Areas chould be cet agide <o 5{B§§lanol§ can establich and wildlife.”

\./ “Its all 5_{63”'/ should vemain vntouched.”
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Key Conclusions

What aspects of the Curragh do you not like, or which you feel need improved?

. FACILITIES (ADDITIONAL/IMPROVED)

 TRAFFIC & VEHICLE DAMAGE
MANAGEMENT & USER CONFLICT

D0 NOTHING

- The most consistent response relates to its negative appearance. Littering,
traffic, damage to the grasslands by vehicles & animals, and the condition of
buildings and infrastructure were cited;

- Alack of facilities was also raised as a big issue, particularly in terms of parking,
seating and bins;

" SHEEP & HORSE DAMAGE

* The management of the plains was criticised generally, in terms of litter and
upkeep, and also in terms of the lack of enforcement and issues over user
conflict.

UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS
HERITAGE STEWARDSHIP

NATURE CONS. & ENHANCEMENT
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A
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What in your opinion makes the Curragh
special or important?

Number of responses with sentiments relating to this category

Response category

1432 RESPONSES
NATURE & WILDLIFE 1323 RESPONSES

UNIQUE CHARACTER & IMPORTANCE 1185 RESPONSES
SPORT & RECREATION 1151 RESPONSES
PERSONAL ASSOCIATIONS

| A PLACE TO ESCAPE FROM DAILY LIFE

THE HORSE RACING CONTEXT

USE OF THE LAND FOR AGRICULTURE
A PLACE TO LIVE & WORK
NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS

STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A

81%

% of total responses
to this question

Vs

QUESTION TOTALS
TOTAL QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES

NUMBER OF RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTION
NUMBER THAT DID NOT ANSWER

3636 =100%
3900 =93%
136 =Th
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What in your opinion makes the Curragh
special or important?

“The broad expanse of covni’rlzlgiolc and beavtiful views.

N

NATURE & WILDLIFE “The unigue ecological environment:"
“The Curvagh has Some of the most beavtiful wildlife and fauna,
UNIQUE CHARACTER & IMPORTANCE Rabbite fores, Badgers, a¢ well a¢ viciting. migrating. birdls "

SPORT & RECREATION

PERSONAL ASSOCIATIONS “Theres no other Flaoc like it in lreland.”

" »

“h fantactic vecreational area that can be an'ov]col bv] all”

A PLACE TO ESCAPE FROM DAILY LIFE

“Spcoial becavse of the unique connection we all ¢till have because
we grew v there, worked there got marvied there

’

‘It wealth of hi;’l’orv) which hag hc!pcd Shape the oowrhfv] we live in

f

B

“The ¢ea of green the peace and @/i@f“
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What in your opinion makes the Curragh
special or important?

“The mi!i’rarq presence makes the CUVYagh a onoial ()law."

[

<

“I+ i the most important part of the country for horse moing)‘

The vast Plainé and Sheep bcing able 1o roam frcclq.

“The Curvagh is a community of people, most lived there all their lives,
and those that have moved ¢tayed friends.”

THE HORSE RACING CONTEXT Unforhna‘hc!l/} often rvined bv] sevamblers and cars driving. avound
USE OF THE LAND FOR AGRIEULTURE the grass !cadung%o areas bcoommg_ mvdolv} and over uéed.
A PLACE TO LIVE & WORK

NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A
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Key Conclusions

What in your opinion makes the Curragh Special or Important?

. NATURE & WILDLIFE 42%

_ UNIQUE CHARACTER & IMPORTANCE 39%
SPORT & RECREATION 3% |
PERSONAL ASSOCIATIONS 3% 3

- 81% stated that it was the landscape of the Curragh that made it special,
including its scale, scenery, and undeveloped nature;

- Closely linked, people cited its natural qualities, its wildlife, and the unique/
unusual aspects of the Curragh such as its diversity, vastness, and magical
qualities;

"\ PLACE TO ESCAPE FROM DAILY LIFE 23%

- the recreational value of the Curragh Plains and the importance it plays
in people’s lives socially but also in terms of mental and physical health
featured heavily, ~

- its history and archaeology, particularly in relation to the story of the country,
was recognised as important.

USE OF THE LAND FOR AGRICULTURE 6%

A PLACE TO LIVE & WORK 4%
NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS %
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A 0%
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Have you any ideas for the Curragh that
would help make it a better place for all?

Number of responses with sentiments relating to this category

Response category

7%

1264 RESPONSES 40%

PARKING, TRAFFIC & VERICLE
MANACEMENT OPPORTUNIT 833 RESPONSED % of total responses
ANAGEME P NITIES 837 RESPONSES to this question

APPEARANCE & SAFETY 631 RESPONSES

EDUCATION, SIGNAGE & INFO _

420 RESPONSES 13%
MORE RIGID ENFORCEMENT
| 275 RESPONSES JE
DO NOTHING, LEAVE AS 15
LANDSCAPE AWARENESS TT— N
TOTAL QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 3636 =100%
NUMBER OF RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTION 3149 =06%
NUMBER THAT DID NOT ANSWER 491 =14%

\. J
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Have you any ideas for the Curragh that
would help make it a better place for all?

“Developed into a proper park, with walking. rovtes, picnic areag et
“play areas for children”
Ple

=

PARKING, TRAFFIC & VERICLE

“Designated alwz Parking area that doesn’t muck vp the 5ya§§.“
MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

“yaffic oalmingl

APPEARANCE & SAFETY

“a more organigcol approach with allocated times for choiﬁo vses)

EDUCATION. SIGNAGE & INFO “imProvcal zonation of vage includin no-graze zones”
: ‘' would like 1o see the F!ainé declared a national park“

L

“lean up the boarded up hovse$ and bvilolings old {)od’ oﬁ?w"
“fines for li#cringl‘

“information Qigné for hictorical sites”
“a vigitors centre”
“ocal Qiguagg fo edvcate FcoF!c to the impomnw of the amfagh“

9

‘need amenities. boot wash, cafe ovtdoor ¢eating’
“large event like balloon festival in northampton vk, would be cool”

[
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Have you any ideas for the Curragh that
would help make it a better place for all?

“better §1chvarol§hi{>. 3 proper warden service.
“catch and {)VoécanLc the P"/OPI"/ abvging the ared
“needs more Folioing_ between 5aralai and mi!ihw] Folioc"

f

“I covld be an oPPor“fvni'hz} for chviloling_ and improving biodi\/crgi'hz)“
“make it more beefpollinator friendly’

f

“leave it alone it beavtiful J'vd" the way it 1"

0

MORE RIGID ENFORCEMENT

Svd’ recognition of its vnigueness and imPorf’anw of itg coo!ogioa!
valves and 1o FmL n Plaw he means to ensure it can continve a¢ a

STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A place- for all fo enjoy”
DO NOTHING, LEAVE AS 1S
LANDSCAPE AWARENESS

9
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Key Conclusions

Have you any ideas for the Curragh that would help make it a better place for all?
YRR | ¢ ¢ PARKING, TRAFFIC & VEHICLE
« A significant number suggested facilities and infrastructure to enhance the
recreational use of the plains, such as parking areas, bins, seating, picnic areas, MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
toilets, coffee outlets etc. This included dedicated trails, bridleways, cycle trails APPEARANCE & SAFETY
and walking routes to manage some of the user conflicts;

_ EDUCATION, SIGNAGE & INFO

- Control over litter and fly-tipping featured heavily as did managing sheep grazing
more stringently;

MORE RIGID ENFORCEMENT

- Ahigh proportion discussed ideas for zoning uses and creating dedicated facilities
/ timetables for activities such as scramblers, off road vehicles etc.

« Several suggested protection through National Park status, accompanied by the :
benefits that management personnel such as rangers, wardens and custodians DO NOTHING. LEAVE AS 1S

would bring. :

: : e : LANDSCAPE AWARENESS

- Signage and education such as welcome and waymarking signage and signage ——
that communicated the importance of the landscape and heritage features.
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Response category

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES & LIFE EVENTS
SPORT & PHYSICAL EXERCISE

SOCIAL INTERACTION & RECREATION
PEOPLE & PLACES

LANDSCAPE & SEASONS

A PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK
A PLACE TO ESCAPE FROM DAILY LIFE
SPECIAL EVENTS

T00 MANY TO MENTION
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A

What special stories or memories do you
have about the Curragh?

Number of responses with sentiments relating to this category

5%
1462 RESPONSES 49%
1221 RESPONSES

1199 RESPONSES
848 RESPONSES

634 RESPONSES

7 N\
" QUESTION TOTALS A
TOTAL QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES W6 -100%
NUMBER OF RESPONSES T0 THIS QUESTION 09 -80%
NUMBER THAT DID NOT ANSWER 657 -1t

\. J
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES & LIFE EVENTS
SPORT & PHYSICAL EXERCISE

SOCIAL INTERACTION & RECREATION
PEOPLE & PLACES

LANDSCAPE & SEASONS

<

A <4

o

What special stories or memories do you
have about the Curragh?

“ brin my ndchildren up theve walking, havin Fionio and
ﬂv’ing_%i’f 5{3 & &

“I spent a larg_c chunk of my childhood plav]ing_ ovt on the Curvagh,
u/]c/ﬁng and cxpforing_ the endless trenches and hillg.

‘Civenite in the Gurragh... @(@Vdging_ with locals in the open area
Was amazing“

“Whlks on the (/vwagb with my friends”

“There are several historical stories associated with it from St.
Briolg_iol’g cloak, +hrou5b to the Friests grave and the Cribbet Rath

massacre,
CGroing_ o the races from an carlq a§p with my Parcn'l’c 1o ¢ee the
rld

best thorouzhbred horses in the wo
“Local man Willie Burke winning the 1964 derby on Santa Cavg”

“Beavtiful cunrices on 7%41‘!7 mow\ings“
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A PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK

ESCAPISM

SPECIAL EVENTS

T00 MANY TO MENTION
STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A

[

)/

What special stories or memories do you
have about the Curragh?

“§PcmL three and a half years in the Mi!ihw] theve in the carfb]
oigh’h'og and ot'l)'ov}cd every minvte of itl"

‘(Sccing_ wildlife and ot'l)'ov}ing_ Wallcing_ amot«ggL trees”

“Lived on the edge of it all my life, a facility that anyone would
love to have.

“The CUwagh I an area oﬁfcrimg_ peace, Space, calmness, mqu/viﬁﬁ)
and 5rca+ beavty”

‘Statug quo at the racecowrse. What a nighﬂ“
“Wafching Braveheart bcing_ filmed"

“Too many 1o write down .itg Jvd’ <o gpcoia! 1o me'
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Key Conclusions

What special stories or memories do you have about the Curragh? " CHILDHOOD MEMORIES & LIFF EVENTS  49%

- It was clear to see from the majority of the responses how important this SPORT & PHYSICAL EXERCISE 41%
landscape is to the people that live around the Curragh and how much it ,
has influenced their lives and the lives of their families, with many positive SOCIAL INTERACTION & RECREATION 3%

childhood memories. PEOPLE & PLACES 8%

- Likewise, its importance to people’s mental and physical health, and as a place
to meet friends, socialise and escape modern life was clearly communicated.

" LANDSCAPE & SEASONS

» The diversity of people’s memories illustrates the diversity of this landscape in
terms of use, seasonality, nature and historic significance, and many notable
events were communicated.

A PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK
A PLACE TO ESCAPE FROM DAILY LIFE
SPECIAL EVENTS
T00 MANY TO MENTION
~ STATED NONE/NOTHING/N/A




EMAIL SUBMISSIONS
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In addition to the short questionnaire, an opportunity to
email through any additional information was provided via
a dedicated project email address.
ON BEHALF OF AN ORGANISATION OR  « CATHAL BERRY TD
IN A STATED OFFICIAL CAPACITY = COUNTY KILDARE TOURISM BOARD
= KILDARE TOWN HERITAGE CENTRE - UISCE DOMHAN WATER WORLD
+ CURRAGH RACECOURSE (X2) EUROPE LTD
= CLLR PEGGY D'DWYER - LAURA BOWEN ARCHITECTS

2 | FROM GROUPS OF INDIVIDUALS

44 EMAIL
SUBMISSIONS
RECEIVED

10 WRITTEN DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED

.\ 12 SUBMISSIONS PROVIDING PHOTOGRAPHS OR
OTHER IMAGES

24

EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT, OFFERS / REQUESTS TO
PARTICIPATE AND/OR TO BE KEPT INFORMED

o rm o o2 oo —

- rm oo — = o

§ - LEGISLATION / STATUS
6 - BETTER CAR PARKING

5 -WALKING ROUTES / CYCLE LANES
5 -INTERPRETATION / INFORMATION §IGNAGE

3 -ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE

3 -GOMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT / PUBLIC AWARENESS

3 -FURTHER RESEARCH

3 -HEALTH & SAFETY / INSURANCE

3 -TOURISM DEVELOPMENT / INTERPRETATIVE CENTRE
2 - HISTORIC FACTS

1- LITTER
1- NATURE CONSERVATION / RE-WILDING

1 -REDUCED GRAZING
1 -DEVELOPMENT OF THE BARRACKS

1-§CHOOL RELOCATION

1-GUIDED TOURS AND EVENTS
1-MORE INFORMATION / BETTER WEBSITE

1- PROTECTED VIEWS
1= LAND SUBDIVISION




-



